 EAST TIMOR UPDATE

Bulletin of the Peter Trust

AUTUMN 2007

[image: image1.jpg]EAST TIMOR arilie
DI'I B Los.palos Isle of
aucau
® 4 eBaguia Jace
Mount ount
o Aileu Perdido ® Ossu Matabia
= @ Turiscai
e Batugade

Viqueque
; A < e
B.allbo e Hato ®

°® Builico Fato

Same Berlui

OE.CUS#E

Suai
& ® x.' :

; & MALAYSIA "L PHILIPPINES
WEST TIMOR

% [ |
o &
4%,4 e W
0 10 20 30 40km N (
L EAST TIMOR
0 500 1000km ;

AUSTRALIA

{ |
| f





The Peter Trust Secretary’s Visit

to East Timor July-August 2007

Thanks to the help of Diocesan and Missionary priests and religious in East Timor the Trust Secretary, Fr Pat Smythe, was able to travel extensively around the territory between July 18th and August 10th this year. 

It was possible for him to visit all the projects being supported by the Trust and to discover other situations of need with which the Trust may be able to help.

A Brief Narrative of the Journey

‘I was met, with songs and flowers, at the Nicolau Lobato national airport by a group of some 30 boys and girls from the orphanage in Dili. This is run by the Dominican Sisters, two of whom were there with the orphans to greet my arrival. At the Dominican orphanages - in Dili and at Soibada - the Peter Trust has helped with food and education costs. This has amounted to about $3250 per annum. 

Just outside the Dili residence there is a suitable site for a small garage in which tyre, exhaust and oil changes could be carried out and a limited stock of basic supplies stored for customer purchase. The orphans would carry out the work and run the whole business, with appropriate training being offered when and where needed. The Sisters asked if the Trust could donate $3000 to set up this facility, a sum inclusive of the building costs and the provision of tools, equipment and stock for sale. 

The next day I was able to travel to the two other locations where the Dominican Sisters look after orphaned youngsters - Soibada (remote in the central mountains) and Natarbora (near the south coast) - where about 80  boys and girls from all over the country are being cared for. At both I was warmly welcomed with songs and the ceremonial presentation of tais (the coloured woven scarves with which honoured guests are draped). 

At Soibada the Trust has helped to pay for fuel for the generator and for supplies of rice, a basic foodstuff, from time to time – as at the time of my visit when I paid for 4 28kg sacks, enough to last for about a month. The Trust also meets the tuition fees and weekday accommodation costs for forty of the older boys and girls at the nearest high school (Manatutu on the north coast). 

It is probable that the orphanage at Soibada will be relocated to Salao, a rural site quite near to a road currently being laid by the national government. This location is to be preferred because it is more accessible and because the land is more fertile. The orphans will be engaged in the work of repairing and extending an existing small farm house and will be responsible for the planting and tending of various cereal crops and vegetables and the rearing of pigs, goats, chickens and cows. 

The immediate need is for fencing to designate the farm boundaries and to keep wild animals outside and domestic animals within the farmyard and fields. Cash is also needed for the provision of a septic tank for sanitation, for seed stock, and for cement for building ($4000 in total). Local sand can be used for making bricks and the orphans will provide the labour. 

They are already experienced in all such matters because they spend their school holiday periods at ‘St Dominic’s Farm’ at Natarbora, located on the fertile plain between Same and Viqueque near to the south coast (and a reasonably good road). Here they have successfully developed both pastoral and arable farming on a small scale. Some of the older male members have acquired practical skills in joinery, plumbing and motor mechanics. During the time of my visit the boys (aged 12-16) were occupied in the construction of a large tank for fish breeding while the girls attended to the livestock and gardens – and cooked the meals! At Natarbora the greatest need is for a tractor - new from Indonesia $25,000! I was able to give the Sisters $200 - enough for them to hire one locally for a hard-working fortnight, twice a year. 

‘Back in Dili I visited the ALMA Sisters convent in Delta where they base their care of up to 60 physically disabled youngsters and a number of traumatised adults. The Trust has been providing $2000 per year to help the Sisters in this work, much of which is done by visitation to the children’s own homes. 

A group of about 15 youngsters aged from about 8 to 16 years had been gathered together with their families to meet me and to express their appreciation to the Peter Trust for its help - and to appeal for that to continue! The songs sung on this occasion during the traditional welcome ceremonies had been composed by the handicapped youngsters themselves. 

There is no government provision in East Timor for the disabled, and the Sisters have received no government help at all for the work that they do. They are completely dependent upon the charity of well-wishers and I pledged our continuing support!

‘From Dili harbour I travelled on the twice-weekly night ferry to the Oecussi enclave, a journey of some 12 hours. After disembarking I was met by two young priests who drove me along the coast to their parish of Baocnana. This is the base for their parish, which has a population of 11,000 in several inland villages served through outstations. 

The priests’ pastoral priority is to complete the provision of an asrama or ‘dormitory’ for girls from the outlying villages attending school in Baocnana. Within these premises the girls can acquire domestic and vocational skills, learn about basic health care (hygiene, sanitation), mother and baby care, etc. A small basic clinic will be incorporated in the structure and be administered by a local nurse.

The asrama is already partially constructed (foundations, floor, roof, several walls) but more window frames and wall slats are required and a skilled carpenter must be employed to fit doors, windows, etc. Basic plumbing must be installed for the washrooms, and beds, desks, cupboards, etc must be supplied. The total costs ($24,500) for which appeal is made to the Peter Trust can be broken down and met in stages: Building materials $12k; furnishings and fittings $9k; skilled worker’s wages $3500. 

Two Religious Sisters are to be invited to reside and organise the programme of instruction – which will benefit the local community as a whole through the work of the women/girls, and enhance women’s status in society. 

Happily I was able to return to Dili by UN helicopter, a trip that was completed in 45 minutes!

‘My next journey was back up into the central mountains to Turiscai. Here I stayed for several days with Fr Luis Bonaparte, the parish priest. I visited two of the several outstations he serves, further into the mountain range. In Turiscai the most pressing need was for improvements to the parish school. This has four classrooms but is in need of six – and only one of the existing rooms is furnished at all. There are no audio-visual aids of any kind, all the walls are completely bare, and there is no equipment or books for the pupils. At present there is no separate staff room. There are no toilets for anyone, either the six staff or the 140 students! Fr Luis asked me if the Peter Trust could help pay for desks and chairs for the classrooms ($40 per item, $1600 per room). It would also be much appreciated if the Trust could pay for a school computer ($500), 2 printers ($200), a generator ($500-800) and maybe a keyboard and public address system for use at large gatherings in the school and the adjoining church (c$2000).

‘After visiting Turiscai and the surrounding district I travelled south to Suai to pledge the Trust’s continuing support to the static and mobile clinics run in that locality by the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres (SPC). 

The Trust has contributed, or been the conduit of, funds for the purchase of medicines for these clinics for several years already – and our help is still much needed as East Timor Government provision is far from adequate. The Trust also pays the wages of two drivers/mechanics who have become general ‘handymen’, and for the salaries of two East Timorese nurses (the costs of whose training we have also met), and who assist the three Religious Sisters in the clinics. In addition the Trust funds the provision of a twice-weekly nutrition supplement distributed to all children and malnourished adults in the four villages in the vicinity to which the mobile clinic travels. It is very important that this limited medical and nutritional care continues and I committed the Trust to carry on with its annual donation of $4020!

‘The SPC sisters also arrange nutritional supplement to 100 young children each week in Railaku, a large village in the hills about forty miles south west of Dili. I was able to visit this location before setting off for Oecussi and was happy to see that the Novitiate, which was only at the level of foundations at the time of my last visit in 2004, was now complete and already accommodating twelve young residents (all East Timorese) along with the Sister Superior and her Assistant. 

The children gave me a formal Timorese welcome complete with dancing, songs and the presentation of the traditional tais. They then entertained me with more songs and dances, led by the novices, for a further three quarters of an hour after which I was invited to bless every individual child!

I then received on behalf of the Peter Trust another tais (!) and the formal thanks of 6 eighteen-year-old students from the local High School (representing the 20 boys and girls whose tuition and dormitory accommodation we have been financing for the past two years - at $1540 per annum). 

The nutritional supplement originally cost the Trust $1684 but this included the purchase of cooking pots, beakers, plates, etc. We were asked if our Trust donation could be continued at $1000 per annum to meet the expenses of the foodstuffs and travel costs for the Sisters/Novices - who have to purchase the items in the nearest town (Gleno, or more usually Dili, where they are more readily available). 

Other journeys and impressions

‘In addition to the travelling required in order to visit the various projects funded by the Trust I was also able to tour the western district of East Timor in the company of a Diocesan Vicar General who was visiting a number of parishes in that part of the country. During this weekend trip I had the opportunity to discover more about the conduct of the recent Presidential and Government elections and the various achievements and shortcomings of the  (outgoing) Fretilin Government.                                          I had time to visit several of the camps for Internally Displaced People - still occupied by thousands of East Timorese families who fled their homes in the civil strife which broke out in April-May 2006. Many of these camps are located in or around Church premises in Dili - such as the Major Seminary of SS Peter and Paul (Fatumeta), the Cathedral (Villa Verde) the Diocesan Offices (Lecidere), and the Technical College of Don Bosco (Comoro).  I also had the great pleasure of being present in the Cathedral at Baucau for the ordination to the Priesthood of three Deacons of that Diocese (for the Eastern half of East Timor). 

‘These experiences gave me further insight into the significant role the Church has in the building up of the nation, and the great importance of developing positive Church-State relations. Severe poverty is evident all around, in townships and villages and hamlets, and essential infrastructure is largely still undeveloped. There is still very high unemployment, and very inadequate health and education provision. 

Although significant funds are now being accrued from exploitation of the oil and gas deposits in the Timor Sea there is not the institutional capacity at present to deploy those funds effectively – or to advance the reconstruction and development of East Timor at the desirable pace. 

‘For the immediate future certainly, and probably for much longer, the majority of the people will remain very poor - in need of whatever help the Peter Trust and its kind donors can offer.’
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